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In the last decade, the Kurdish ethnonationalist movement in Turkey, rooted in secularism and Marxism, has 
adopted a much more positive approach towards Islam. In other words, a secular ethnopolitical movement has 
been flying ethnoreligious colors, which is a novel phenomenon in Kurdish politics in Turkey. Focusing on the 
puzzling ‘Islamization’ of the secular, leftist Kurdish movement in the recent period, this study addresses the 
following questions: Why and how do ethnopolitical elites swing between ‘religionism’ and ‘nationalism’? For 
instance, why do they sometimes distance themselves from one ideology and lean towards another or revive 
a neglected one? What are the general causes and mechanisms of such swings? To what extent are ethnopolit-
ical elites free in their strategic use of religious and nationalist ideas, symbols, myths and traditions? Further-
more, how are ethnic boundaries affected by such elite actions? What roles do elites play in ethnic boundary 
making processes? When and how do they transform ethnic boundaries? What would the implications be for 
the broader theoretical debate on ethnicity and nationalism? In order to answer these questions, this research 
project combines structuration and boundary-making approaches. This study also utilizes original data derived 
from elite interviews (around 100 interviews), textual analyses and ethnographic fieldwork in Kurdish region.
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